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Dear Parent /Guardian, 

 

Welcome to 858 Skookumchuk Squadron of the Royal Canadian Air Cadets. Your Cadet 
has made the admirable decision to enroll in one of the finest youth organizations in the 
world. 

It is our belief that young people who join Air Cadets are not only interested in aviation -  
but also in leadership, organizational skills and building a strong work ethic and 
disciplined approach to their goals and activities. 

Throughout Canada, close to one million young Canadians have enrolled as Air Cadets 
since its inception – learning that to be a Canadian is a privilege that involves certain  
responsibilities. We are confident that the parents and guardians of Cadets believe the 
Air Cadet movement is an exciting, valuable experience for young people, and as a 
result, great for Canada as a whole. 

Each Air Cadet has the opportunity to qualify for some very attractive rewards - 
specialized training, promotions, and camps, all the way up to flying scholarships… they 
simply have to commit to the standards, personal growth, and good service necessary to 
get there. 

858 Skookumchuk Squadron believes that training should be kept as up-to-date and 
progressive as possible. We also believe in the importance of an educational program 
that requires participants meet a certain standard of dress, appearance and behavior, 
and which expects our young people to accept a full measure of personal responsibility 
of their own actions. 

We hope that this Parent Information Handbook will help you and your Cadet 
understand how our squadron is organized. Keep this handbook handy, as many answers 
to your questions will be found here! You can also find a digital copy on the 858 
Skookumchuk website (858skookumchuk.ca under ‘Parents’). 

We look forward to a successful and rewarding year (and many to follow) with you and 
your Cadet!     

 

858 SKOOKUMCHUK SQUADRON 
SQUADRON SPONSORING COMMITTEE 
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1. WHAT IS AIR CADETS? 
 

“Many people think of Cadets as preparation for a career in the military, but it is really about 
preparing for life; about developing the skills, the qualities and the confidence that will allow 
these young people to prosper and contribute to the Canada of tomorrow.” 
 

                                                  Art Eagleton, former Minister of National Defense 
 

The Air Cadet program was launched in 1941, when a group of civilian volunteers developed a 
country-wide organisation to help stimulate an interest in flying and aviation. It was entirely run 
by volunteers, and many cadets eventually entered wartime service with the RCAF. Following 
the end of the war, the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program continued, though its role evolved to 
meet the changing needs of society and its youth. 
 
While many cadets choose to pursue their interest in aviation via a career in the Royal Canadian 
Air Force, others carry their aviation studies through post-secondary schooling and onto 
successful flying careers. The basic knowledge, skills and abilities gained in the Air Cadet 
program have led numerous alumni into careers in aviation as pilots, as airport operations staff,  
aviation technicians, and even astronauts! 
 
To learn more about the history of the Cadet program, please visit: www.cadets.ca 
 
 
National/Provincial Program Structure 
 
The Department of National Defence and the Air Cadet League of Canada entered into a 
partnership to create and fund the cadet program. The partnership is very solid and is visible at 
all levels: National, Provincial, and Local. 
 
The National level is centered in Ottawa. On the military side, the Vice-Chief of Defence Staff 
receives updates through the Chief, Reserves and Cadets. On the civilian side, the Air Cadet 
League receives reports from each Provincial Division. 
 
Provincially, on the military side, the nation is broken into Regional Cadet Support Units. In 
British Columbia, the Squadron reports through the Regional Cadet Support Unit (Central. The 
Commanding Officer of RCSU(C) is considered the Commanding Officer for all Officers in that 
Region (cadet unit COs are supervisors). On the League side, there is the Air Cadet League of 
Canada, British Columbia Provincial Committee, headquartered in Delta, BC (bc-
aircadetleague.com/). 

 
At the local level, there is the unit-level command. On the military side, the squadron’s 
Commanding Officer supervises all staff and officers, and acts as the unit manager. 
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On the League side, we have the Squadron Directors and Sponsoring Committee Chair and Vice 
Chair (SSC). Our official sponsoring group is 858 Skookumchuk. Working together, the CO and 
SSC run the unit. 
The CO is responsible for the operation of the Squadron; while the SSC assist in fund raising for 
dinners, Annual Cadet Review (ACR), unsupported training events and helps manage squadron 
finances. 
 
The Squadron is funded through the Department of National Defence, the Air Cadet League of 
Canada, and local sponsors. Fundraising, such as tag days, our annual All About Flight event 
raffle tickets, and generous local sponsors are all sources of income for the program. 
 
All of these sources have allowed us to operate a program that is largely free of cost to families 
outside of the main fee of $100/year that goes to the larger Air Cadet organization for 
insurance, etc., and a $20/year ‘canteen’ fee to cover food provided at our Wednesday evening 
parade nights (see details in Section 6 below).  
 
For families under significant financial restrictions that would make participation impossible for 
their child, 858 Skookumchuk Squadron has partnered with the Jumpstart Foundation 
(jumpstart.canadiantire.ca). For any family requiring such assistance, please feel free to contact 
the Sponsoring Committee Chair, Vice-Chair or the CO, or apply directly via the Jumpstart 
website. 

2. VISION OF THE CANADIAN CADET MOVEMENT (CCM) 
We commit to develop in each Air Cadet qualities of leadership and an aspiration to become a 
valued member of their community. We reinforce values necessary to prepare youth to meet 
the challenges of tomorrow.   
 
To this end, we offer dynamic training in a supportive and efficient environment where change 
is a positive and essential element. 
 
We further commit to attain this vision by living shared Canadian values with attention to: 
 

• Loyalty – The expression of our collective dedication to the ideals of the Canadian Cadet 
Movement and to all its members. 

• Professionalism – The accomplishment of all tasks with pride and diligence. 
• Mutual Respect – The treatment of others with dignity and equality. 
• Integrity – The courage and commitment to exemplify trust, sincerity and honesty. 

3. AIMS OF THE AIR CADET PROGRAM 
• To Promote physical fitness. 
• To Stimulate interest in the aviation aspect of the Canadian Forces. 
• To Develop the attributes of good citizenship and leadership. 
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4. HOW OLD DO YOUTH HAVE TO BE TO JOIN AIR 
CADETS? 
Young people can join as soon as they have reached their 12th birthday and can remain until 
they turn 19 years old. 

5. WHAT DO YOU NEED TO JOIN? 
All that is needed to join is an interest in the program, parent/guardian permission and several 
documents. 
 
Youth also must be willing to attend the regular parade night and participate in fundraising. 
The documents required are: 
 
1. Proof of age 
2. Proof of Provincial Health Insurance 
3. Proof of Canadian citizenship or landed Immigrant status 

 

6. WHAT DOES IT COST TO JOIN? 
The Air Cadet League of Canada requires an annual registration fee of $100 for all Cadets. 
Therefore, the 858 Skookumchuk Squadron Sponsoring Committee (SSC) annual registration fee 
will be $115 per cadet per training year. This fee is submitted to The Air Cadet League of 
Canada, and enables the Air Cadet Program to continue to provide high quality activities and 
courses, cover insurance requirements, etc. 
 
There is also a $10 canteen fee per cadet and an optional $30 fee to purchase a copy of “From 
The Ground Up” for those cadets participating in ground school, our base aviation training 
program. 
 
As noted in a previous section, families who find themselves under significant financial 
restrictions that would make participation impossible for their child can apply to the Jumpstart 
program (jumpstart.canadiantire.ca), which 858 Skookumchuk Squadron has partnered with. 
For any family requiring such assistance, please feel free to contact the Sponsoring Committee 
Chair, Vice-Chair or the CO, or apply directly via the Jumpstart website. All information will be 
kept strictly confidential. 

7. WHAT DO CADETS DO AT WEEKLY PARADE NIGHT? 
Some of the activities you can expect at the cadet unit include:  ceremonial drill, first aid, music 
programs, sports, effective speaking, aircraft education, and range. Occasional weekend 
activities include gliding, flying, camping, range competitions, survival exercises, and citizenship 
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events that support your community. There will also be plenty of time to have fun and make 
new friends. 

8. WHAT ABOUT SUMMER TRAINING? 
Cadets joining prior to 31 December of a training year are eligible to apply for summer training 
also known as summer camps. The Royal Canadian Air Cadets have many summer camps 
located across Canada. Cadets have the opportunity to attend camp for two to six weeks, 
participating in a variety of courses. Each camp offers a unique mixture of outdoor activities and 
valuable instruction. There is no additional fee for attending summer camps. The Canadian 
Forces provides all transportation, meal, lodging and special equipment. In addition, every cadet 
attending summer camp receives a training allowance and cadets in camp staff positions receive 
a salary. 
 
Summer training includes: 

Level One  General Training (2 wks) 
 
Level Two Basic Drill and Ceremonial Course (BDCC) (3 wks) 
  Basic Aviation (BAC) (3 wks) 
  Basic Fitness and Sports (BFSC) (3 wks) 
  Basic Survival (BSC) (3 wks) 
  Basic Musician (MB-BMC) (3 wks) 
  Basic Aviation Technology and Aerospace (BATAC) (3 wks) 
 
Level Three  Drill and Ceremonial Instructor (DCIC) (6 wks) 
  Glider Pilot Scholarship (GPS) (6 wks) 
  Advance Aviation (AAC) (3 wks) 
  Fitness and Sports Instructor (FSIC) (6 wks) 
  Survival Instructor (SIC) (6 wks) 
  Military Band-Intermediate Musician (MB-IMC) (6 wks) 
  Pipe Band-Intermediate Musician (PB-IMC) (6 wks) 
  Advanced Aerospace (AASC) (6 wks) 
  Advanced Aviation Technology Courses (6 wks) 
  Airport Operations (AATC-AO) (6 wks) 
  Aircraft Maintenance(AATC-AM) (6 wks) 
  Air Rifle Marksmanship Instructor (ARMIC) (6 wks) 
  Oshkosh Trip (OT) (2 wks) 
  Staff Cadet (7 wks or more) 
 
Level Four Power Pilot Scholarship (PPS) (7 wks) 
  Military Band-Advanced Musician (MB-AMC) (6 wks) 
  Pipe Band-Advanced Musician (PB-AMC) (6 wks) 
  Oshkosh Trip (OT) (2 wks) 
  Staff Cadet (7 wks) 
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Level Five+ Power Pilot Scholarship (PPC) (7 wks) 

Military Band-Advanced Musician (MB-AMC) 
  Pipe Band-Intermediate Musician (PB-AMC) (6 wks) 
  Pipe Band-Advance Musician (PB-AMC) (6 wks) 
  International Air Cadet Exchange (IACE) (3 wks) 
                       Staff Cadet (7 wks) 

9. ARE CADETS EXPECTED TO JOIN THE CANADIAN 
FORCES? 
No. Cadets make absolutely no commitments regarding future military service, and are free to 
leave at any time. However, those who decide to join the Armed Forces later, start out with the 
advantage of having learned valuable skills through Cadets. 

10. PARADE NIGHTS 

A parade night is where cadets are assembled and train. The 858 Skookumchuk Squadron 
parades on Wednesday evenings from 5:45-8:30pm at Davis Bay Elementary School. It is 
imperative that cadets attend regularly in order to pass their level of training. Missed parade 
nights usually result in poor training marks that may affect their eligibility for promotion and 
summer training. If, for some reason, a cadet is unable to attend on a parade night, they must 
call their Flight Commander to ensure that they are not marked AWOL (Absent Without Leave). 
Irregular attendance that cannot be substantiated may result in being asked to leave the 
Squadron. 

11. ATTENDANCE  
ATTENDANCE AT WEEKLY PARADES IS MANDATORY! 
If a cadet is unable to attend a parade night, it is their responsibility to phone the Squadron (604) 
740-2317 prior to 17:45 hrs (5:45 pm), and inform the Officer of their absence (phone is not 
always attended – please leave a message or feel free to text to the same number). Acceptable 
reasons for absences include schoolwork, illness, or parental request. 

12. TRAINING  
The Air Cadet Training Program provides a wide range of activities and courses to meet the 
interests of cadets. New recruits begin their training with Drill and General Cadet Knowledge, 
giving them awareness of the origin of the cadet movement and its development; an 
understanding of the rank structure; and an appreciation for the care of uniform. Cadets then 
move on to subjects such as Citizenship, Physical Fitness, Sensible Living, Effective Speaking, 
Aircraft Identification, Aeronautical Facilities, Airframes, Aircrew Survival, and Range/Shooting. 
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All cadets are required to participate in community service activities, fund-raising (Tag Days), 
field exercises, sports, and citizenship activities throughout the year. 
 
After their initial training, recruits are integrated into flights with more senior cadets.       
Recruits will also be assigned Flight Staff to answer any questions and address any     concerns. 
In addition to mandatory training activities, cadets are encouraged to participate in optional 
programs of interest to them. These include: 

 
• Band - Interested Cadets should contact an Officer or Senior Cadet. Prior knowledge of   

music is an asset but not mandatory. 
• Effective Speaking - Cadets learn how to build confidence and speak fluently in front of 

the public. 
• Flag Party - Cadets learn the proper procedure for carrying the flags during the regular 

parade night and special events. 
• Ground School - Weekly classes are held from September to December, on Monday 

nights from 7-9 pm at the Elphinstone Aeroclub building at the Sechelt Regional Airport. 
This activity prepares the Cadets for the compulsory qualifying exams required for 
scholarship qualifications.  

• Precision Drill Team – If there is interest, weekly practices will be held for the 
competition team. They practice marching movements and learn a specially prepared 
drill (marching) routine to be ultimately performed at provincial competitions. (Note: 
currently there is no drill team) 

• Open Range - Cadets learn proficiency with air rifles. Practice is held on scheduled 
Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the Gibsons Legion in the Hall. 

• First Aid - First Aid is a vital skill, not just for cadets when out on a remote expedition, 
but of use in general, day to day life. The Air Cadets aims to teach all their cadets basic 
first aid, with the option to study further. 

• Familiarization Flying - This is the part where cadets get to FLY!! Cadets also have the 
opportunity to experience both powered and non-powered (glider) familiarization flying.  
On scheduled weekends once or twice a year (weather permitting) qualified pilots take 
cadets flying. These flights average about thirty minutes flying time and all cadets are 
given a chance to be the “co-pilot”.  Also, once or twice per year, we attend gliding 
activities at a regional airport, where all cadets are provided with a glider flight. There is 
no cost to families to attend any of the flying activities (this is covered by our fundraising 
efforts and some is provided by the cadet program itself). 

13. PROMOTION 
Promotion to the rank of Leading Air Cadet through Warrant Officer 1st Class is based on 
qualification set out on a national basis by National Defense Headquarters. Criteria for 
promotion involves time served in rank, training level achieved, completion of courses, and 
merit. While a person may meet the qualifications to be promoted for Sergeants and above, 
they can only be promoted if a position is available in the quota for a particular rank. All 
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promotions are decided by the Squadron Staff and the final decision is made by the 
Commanding Officer. A promotion policy is available from the Training Office. 
Promotion criteria by rank: 
 
Leading Air Cadet (LAC) 
 

• participated in the first year of the Proficiency Level 1 training program for a minimum 
period of five months; and recommended by the Flight Commander. 

 
Corporal (Cpl) 
 

• hold the rank of Leading Air Cadet, 
• successfully completed Proficiency Level 1 training program, 
• participated in the Cadet Fitness Assessment as part of PO X04 (Personal Fitness & 

Healthy Living), and 
• recommended by the Flight Commander. 

 
Flight Corporal (FCpl) 
 

• completed at least six months of service at the rank of Corporal, 
• successfully completed the Proficiency Level 2 training program, 
• participated in the Cadet Fitness Assessment as part of PO X04 (Personal Fitness & 

Healthy Living), and 
• recommended by the Flight Commander. 

 
Sergeant (Sgt) 
 

• completed at least six months service at the rank of Flight Corporal, 
• successfully completed the Proficiency Level 3 Training Program, 
• achieved a minimum of “Completed without difficulty” in PO 303 (Leadership); 
• participated in the Cadet Fitness Assessment as part of PO X04 (Personal Fitness & 

Healthy Living), and 
• recommended by the Flight Commander. 

 
Flight Sergeant (FSgt) 
 

• completed at least six months service at the rank of Sergeant, 
• successfully completed the Proficiency Level 4 Training Program, 
• achieved a minimum of “Completed without difficulty” in PO 403 (Leadership), 
• participated in the Cadet Fitness Assessment as part of PO X04 (Personal Fitness & 

Healthy Living), and 
• recommended by the Flight Commander. 

 
Warrant Officer Second Class (WO2) 
 

• completed at least six months service at the rank of Flight Sergeant, 
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• achieved a minimum of “Completed without difficulty” in PO 503 (Leadership), 
• participated in the Cadet Fitness Assessment as part of PO 504 (Personal Fitness & 

Healthy Living), 
• recommended by the Squadron Commander, and 
• identified as a successful candidate through the Merit Review Board process. 

 
Warrant Officer First Class (WO1) 
 

• completed at least six months service at the rank of Warrant Officer Second Class, 
• recommended by the Squadron Commander, and 
• identified as a successful candidate through the Merit Review Board process. 

 
Leadership traits are also considered by the Commanding Officer when proceeding with a 
promotion. These include: 
 

• Dress and deportment 
• Responds to direction 
• Personal conduct, discipline, and attitude 
• Ability to interact positively with others. 
• Participation and initiative 
• Shows sound judgement 
• Willingness to accept responsibility 
• Solves problems effectively 
• Communicates effectively and clearly 
• Sets a positive example for others 

 
Cadets who are not selected for promotion have the opportunity to address it by booking a 
meeting with the Commanding Officer. While not every cadet may achieve the rank they want, 
hard work and dedication pays off. 

14. RANK 
 

AC Air Cadet N/A LAC Leading Air Cadet 

 
CPL Corporal 

 

FCPL Flight Corporal 

 
SGT Sergeant 

 

FSGT 
 

Flight Sergeant 
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WOII Warrant Officer  
2nd Class 

 

WOI Warrant Officer 
 1st Class 

 
 

 
 

 
Appointment to higher rank in the Air Cadet Programs is based on the level reached until FSGT. 
Each squadron is allocated a certain number of WO based on the size of the squadron. In order 
to be considered for WO a cadet must first meet national standards (attendance, training levels 
completed and summer camps attended) and an interview. Each squadron sets additional 
standards for appointments such as participation in weekend activities, participation on 
squadron teams, dress, drill and deportment. The decision to appoint a cadet to a higher rank is 
made by the Commanding Officer in consultation with other members of the squadron staff and 
Sponsoring Committee. You can find information on badges and where/how to affix them to the 
Cadet uniform here. 

15. UNIFORMS AND DEPORTMENT 
We have uploaded the formal Dress Instructions as a PDF link on our website here: 
 
http://858skookumchuk.ca/dist/documents/CATO-55-04-Air-Cadet-Dress-Instructions.pdf 
 
We will be redesigning the 858 Skookumchuk website over the autumn 2019 period and at that 
time we’ll have more accessible representation of dress standards (including hair styling). 

16. THE AIR CADET LEAGUE OF CANADA 
The Air Cadet League of Canada is a civilian organization that works closely with the Department 
of National Defense (DND). The DND is responsible for providing officers, training, uniforms, 
summer camp, administration and organization of the squadron. The Air Cadet League of 
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Canada is responsible for public relations within the community; providing training equipment, 
facilities, insurance and guidance to squadrons across Canada. 

 
The Air Cadet League of Canada is comprised of three levels of administration – National, 
Provincial and Local Squadron Sponsoring Committee. The National level maintains a fulltime 
headquarters in Ottawa. The British Columbia Provincial Committee is located at #2 7630 
Montreal Street, Delta BC. The duties of the Provincial Committee include the supervision of the 
Air Cadet Squadrons activities within its boundary. The Provincial Committee assists in the 
formation and guidance of Squadron Sponsoring Committees and Squadrons.  

17.  SQUADRON SPONSORING COMMITTEE (SSC) 
858 Skookumchuk Squadron Sponsoring Committee (SSC) is an incorporated non-profit society. 
Members of the SSC are parent volunteers. Members elect five directors to be executives of the 
SSC or the directors may appoint parent volunteers to be executives. All members of the SSC 
and parent volunteers must be screened through a Criminal Record Check and approval of the 
Air Cadet League. 

18.  RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SSC 
• Obtaining suitable training quarters. 
• Fundraising - Tag days and other activities. 
• Providing adequate financing for the needs of the Squadron - purchasing band 

instruments, camping and sports equipment, training aids, first aid training. equipment, 
computers, office supply, field trips, radios, phone and trophies etc.  

• Recruitment. 
• Cooperating with the Squadron Commander in various roles from selecting Cadets for 

training and reward activities, to devising and carrying out Squadron projects. 
• Organizing social events - Mess dinner, Christmas party and Annual Review Ceremony. 
• Reporting all activities to the Air Cadet League. 

19.  SAMPLE ANNUAL ACTIVITY SCHEDULE 
September  Registration for returning and new cadets 
    Battle of Britain Parade 
   “All About Flight” Event - Mandatory 
 
October  Fundraising - Tag Days – Mandatory (see Tag Days description below) 
   Fam Flying 
   Camp Summit (Squamish or Chilliwack) 
 
November  Poppy Sales with Royal Canadian Legion – Mandatory 
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Remembrance Day Parade – Mandatory 
Cadet Training Weekend 
Pro-D Day Field Trip 

 
December  Christmas Party 

National Summer Training Applications Due 
January  Summer Camp Applications Due 

Mock Review Board for NSTC Scholarships/Scholarships Board Interview 
NSTC Review Boards 
 

February  Effective Speaking Program  
   Marksmanship Competition 
 
March  Fundraising - Tag Days – Mandatory (see Tag Days description below) 
 
April   Marksmanship Provincial Competition  

Drill Competition – Lower Mainland  
Pro-D day Field Trip 

 
May   Mess Dinner 
 
June   Annual Ceremonial Review – Mandatory 
 
July & Aug  Summer Camp Training Courses 
 
NOTE: Scheduled events sometimes change for a variety of reasons, including venue availability, 
coordination with other service groups, etc. Please see the 2019/2020 schedule provided by the 
Commanding Officer OR there is an up to date schedule in TeamSnap, our communication and 
message app that your family will be added to upon registration. 

20. TAG DAYS 
While the Department of National Defense and the Air Cadet League of Canada fund the core of 
Royal Canadian Air Cadet program (officers, parade nights, uniforms, training, some field trip 
expenses, etc.), responsibility for financing flying days, gliding days, awards, and other expenses 
fall to the Squadron Sponsoring Committee. In order to facilitate this, the Squadron participates 
in ‘tagging days’ two weekends per year (generally either October or January, and March), 
where the Committee secures key locations throughout the Sunshine Coast for cadets to take 
positions at in 3 hour shifts in order to collect donations. Cadets are supervised by screened 
adult volunteers (most often parents) and a Squadron officer, and all funds raised to directly to 
cadet activities. 
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21. GLOSSARY AND ABBREVIATIONS 
ACR Annual Ceremonial Review 
Aging out It occurs when cadets reach their 19th birthday 
AGM Annual General Meeting 
Capt Captain 
CF Canadian Forces  
CO Commanding Officer 
CI Civilian Instructor 
CV Civilian Volunteer 
CMDR Commander 
DND Department of National Defense 
FTX Field Training Exercise 
HQ Headquarters 
IMP Individual Meal Packet-full meal in a bag, main portion is a boil-in-the bag entrée. 
LT Lieutenant 
NCO Non-Commissioned Officers-cadets (ie: Sgt; FSgt; WOII; WOI) 
OCdt Officer Cadet-lowest ranking officer 
RCAC Royal Canadian Air Cadets 
SSC Squadron Sponsoring Committee 

22. PARENTS QUESTION & ANSWER 
There are always questions when your child wants to join a new activity.  Below are some 
frequently asked questions and answers for parents.   
 
Will my child be required to pursue a career in the Canadian Forces? 
Absolutely not! The Cadet Program is a great way to have fun, be challenged and make friends. 
Cadets will also find out more about Canada and develop new skills that will be with them for 
life, no matter what career they choose. 
 
How often do Air Cadets meet? 
The 858 Skookumchuk Air Cadet Squadron mandatory Parade meets every Wednesday night 
from 4:45 pm – 8:30 pm at Davis Bay Elementary School. There are many other supporting 
activities your child may choose to participate in as well. We do have occasional weekend trips 
and exercises as well as longer annual trips and summer camps available.   
 
While we prefer regular weekly attendance, we understand all the different obligations that 
Cadets must balance. The weekend excursions, annual trips and summer camps are all optional 
but they do offer the Cadets a lot of opportunities to learn and have fun with their fellow 
cadets. 
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How much time will they have to give each week? 
Cadets will attend the Squadron each week on Wednesday Parade night. Our Squadron offers 
Ground School on Monday evenings from September to December and Thursday is a flex night 
of various activities that will be arranged during the training year (currently we have range 
training at the Gibsons Legion Hall on Thursday evenings). Typically, twice a week for up to 2½ 
hours a night a cadet will be involved in activities of their choice. Outside of these evenings, 
there are many activities to do at weekends and in the school holidays. The amount of time a 
cadet wants to commit above weekly Parade and Mandatory events is up to them.  
 
Will my child’s academic studies suffer? 
We understand that everyone has a balancing act between different priorities of school, family, 
friends and work. In fact, studies have shown that participation in youth programs is associated 
with increased academic achievement, a stronger self-image and a reduction in risk-taking 
behaviors. Air Cadets also offer many opportunities for Cadets to participate in volunteer 
activities which help towards achieving their high school diploma. As well, there are a variety of 
academic scholarships available for post-secondary education – the more cadets put into the 
program, the more they will get out of it. 

23. COMMUNICATIONS 
The key to any successful organisation is effective communication. 858 Skookumchuk Squadron 
is no different. The communication of Orders is regularly disseminated through our main 
communication platform, TeamSnap (teamsnap.com). Once your Cadet is registered, they and a 
parent/guardian’s contact information will be added to our TeamSnap account, and from there, 
you will receive all correspondence related to the Squadron’s activities by email (or by logging 
into the app) via TeamSnap. 
 
The Squadron also maintains a private Facebook page, but TeamSnap is the ‘official’ 
communication channel. 
 
Here is a list of our online platform presence: 
 
Website: www.858skookumchuk.ca 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/858skookumchuk 
 
Squadron contact information: 
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 858  
Gibsons, BC  
V0N 1V0 

e: ssc858skookumchuk@gmail.com 
t: (604) 740-2317 
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858 Skookumchuk Commanding Officer:  Capt. David Douglas 
 
 
2018/2019 Squadron Sponsoring Committee: 
 

• Chair: Victoria Gazeley 
• Vice-Chair: Trish Scott 
• Secretary: Carrie Evenson 
• Treasurer: Sara Parsley 

 
All Sponsoring Committee members can be reached at ssc858skookumchuk@gmail.com 

24. CONCLUSION 
Joining the Air Cadets is a big step for a young person. As parents, you can do a lot to support 
your son/daughter as they proceed through the Air Cadet Program. If you have any questions 
about the information included in this publication, please contact the Commanding Officer or 
the Chair of the Squadron Sponsoring committee at the contact coordinates above. He/she will 
be able to answer your questions and provide you with additional information about squadron 
procedures, the Air Cadet program and the Air Cadet League. 
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APPENDIX 1: 

Royal Canadian Air Cadets 
Sunshine Coast, BC 

Code of Conduct for Cadets 
 

1) I hereby agree to carry out my duties to the best of my ability and to conform to the following rules: 
 
a. I will not endanger, discriminate against, harass, or bully any individual in any way; 
b. I will not use profane language or engage in inappropriate conversations; 
c. I will respect the property of others; I will not steal, damage, or deface others' belongings; 
d. I will be responsible for myself and my belongings, including cadet issued property; 
e. I will not sell or distribute any cadet issued uniform/kit items; 
f. I will not consume, be under the influence of, purchase, distribute, or interact with alcohol, 

narcotics, nicotine/ tobacco products, pornographic materials, other controlled substances, or 
any parts or paraphernalia thereof; 

g. I will use any prescribed medications as prescribed by my healthcare professional and for the 
indicated use 

h. I will respect the standards, rules, regulations, and chain of command of the cadet program; 
i. I will not carry or interact with restricted weaponry (or imitations); 
j. I will uphold the standards of the cadet program as a representative and respect its structure 

and values of respect, honesty, integrity, diligence in my actions in person and on-line; 
k. I will respect the boundaries and privacy of others in person and online; 
l. I will report any and all serious infractions to my superiors. 
 

2) I understand these rules apply when in all authorize cadet activities whether in or out of uniform. 
 

3) I acknowledge that a breach of one or more of the rules within the Code of Conduct could result in 
administrate or disciplinary measures up to and including release from the cadet unit. 
 
I, (cadet name)  promise to uphold the code of 
conduct while participating in cadet activities both in and out of uniform. 
 
 
 
 

 
 Cadet               Date 

 
 Parent Name (Printed)        Date 

 
9 September 2018 - Prepared at annual NCO Workshop. 

 

Cadet Signature 

 


