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Frequently Asked Questions (Pt. 1)
- Is it part of the Armed Forces?

It is partially funded by the Department of National Defence, but cadets are not obligated to join the Armed Forces after graduating.

- Do you have to pay to be in cadets?

No. Joining any element of the Canadian cadets program is entirely free, including the uniform and accomodations on trips.

- Will cadet training affect my performance in school?

In a good way, yes! Participating in cadets can award you high school credits for grades 10 through 12.

- How often do Air Cadets meet, and when?

It depends on which squadron you’re joining. Check the Canadian Cadet Organizations website to search for your nearest squadron and for 
information on when they meet.

- Who instructs and supervises the squadron meetups?

Usually, parade nights are ran by Non-Commissioned Officers, which are senior cadets over the rank of Sergeant, as well as the squadron’s 
Commanding Officer, Warrant Officer, and Officer Cadet. There are also opportunities for parents of cadets to join the squadron’s Parent 
Advisory Committee, which schedules trips, funding, and more.



Frequently Asked Questions (Pt. 2)
- Do you have to go to summer camp?

No. You are not required to go to summer training.

- Who can join cadets?

Anyone from the ages of 12 to 19.

- Who pays for cadets?

Local sponsors, the Department of National Defence, and people who donate when we go tagging (going door-to-door for donations).

- What is expected of a cadet?

A cadet must be kind, show leadership, and attend parade nights regularly. A cadet is expected to participate in squadron activities as requested.

- What is a normal parade night like?

A parade night usually consists of opening parade, followed by 2 classes, canteen, a third class (usually drill practice), and lastly closing parade.



Air Cadet Ranks
After joining Air Cadets, you will get the rank of Cadet (Cdt), which has no insignia. As time goes on, you will get 
promoted up this hierarchy.

Leading Air Cadet (LAC)
Requires 6 months of participation

Corporal (Cpl)
Requires 1 year of participation and 
completion of the Cadet Fitness 
Assessment

Flight Corporal (FCpl)
Requires 6 months as a Cpl, and 
completion of Level 2

Sergeant (Sgt)
Requires 6 months as a FCpl, 
completion of Level 3, and 
completion of PO 303 (Leadership)

Warrant Officer 2nd Class (WO2)
Requires 6 months as a FSgt, completion of 
PO 503 (Leadership), and recommendation 
from a merit review board

Flight Sergeant (FSgt)
Requires 6 months as a Sgt, 
completion of Level 4, and 
completion of PO 403 (Leadership)

Warrant Officer 1st Class (WO1)
Requires 6 months as a WO2, completion of 
Proficiency Level 5, completion of an Advanced 
Specialty Summer Course, and 
recommendation from a merit review board



Air Cadet Summer Camps
General Training (GT)
An introductory summer 
course for new cadets.

Basic Drill/Ceremonial (BDC)
A course designed to build on 
drill knowledge and increase 

leadership skills.

Basic Aviation
A course for developing 

understanding of aviation 
(flight, meteorology, radio…)

BATAC
A course for learning airport 
operations, maintenance, 
engineering, and so on.

Basic Fitness and Sports
A course for participating in 
fitness activities, as well as 
being a fitness instructor.

Basic Survival
A course for learning aircrew 

wilderness survival skills 
(navigation, search/rescue…)

Basic Musician
A course for participating in a 
military/pipe band, including 
learning music theory, etc.

Leadership/Ceremonial Inst.
A course for learning to be a 

drill instructor and doing 
advanced drill activities.

Advanced Aviation
A course for learning more 

nuanced and advanced 
aspects of aviation.

Air Rifle Marksmanship Inst.
A course for developing 
marksmanship skills and 

knowledge.

Fitness and Sports Inst.
A course for developing 

specialization in fitness and 
instruction skills in teams.

Survival Instructor
A course for learning to 

instruct survival groups and 
specialize in survival skills.

Intermediate/Adv. Music
A course for increasing 

specialization in military/pipe 
band and music theory, etc.

New Cadets (Level 1s)

Intermediate Cadets 
(Level 2s)

Experienced Cadets 
(Level 3s or higher)

Cadet summer training is 
an opportunity to specialize 
in different skills. While you 
are at the camps you get 
paid $10 per day, except for 
Sundays. For example, if 
you take GT, you get paid 
$50, because it is a 5 day 
course.

For the intermediate cadet 
courses, you get paid $180, 
as you do three weeks of 
training. For the advanced 
training courses you get 
paid $360, as you are there 
for 6 weeks.



Marksmanship and Range
Most Air Cadet squadrons provide an opportunity to take part in a Range program outside of parade nights. These 
meetings are where cadets learn to use air rifles and train for marksmanship. Cadets can eventually enter competitions 
with other squadrons in the region and gain badges for their performance.

A Daisy 153C .177 calibre air rifle. This model was created 
specifically for the Canadian Cadet Movement.

Level 1, 2, 3, and 4 marksmanship proficiency badges.

Many squadrons differ in how they 
train marksmanship and what their 
regulation is for managing an air rifle, 
but in general, meetings involve 
splitting up into groups and going for 
a relay, where everyone in the group 
grabs their personal rifle and lies on a 
range mat (in some cases, cadets 
may be trained how to shoot while 
standing).

The relay will then proceed to fire a 
volley of 10 pellets at their own 
targets on their own time. Once 
everyone has finished, the targets 
can be submitted to national 
programs. If a cadet’s precision is 
good enough and they submit their 
target, they are eligible to receive a 
marksmanship proficiency badge.



Fitness Testing Effective Speaking 
Program

The three badges a successful Effective Speaking participant can 
receive depending on what level of competition they have reached.

Fitness testing in the Air Cadets is done twice a year 
in each squadron. In the testing, you do a 20 metre 

shuttle run, pushups, neck raises and flexibility tests. 
You can be awarded Bronze (level I),

Silver (level II), Gold (level III) or Excellence in each 
category. The lowest one you get determines the 

badge you will be awarded for the fitness test.

Unique to the Air Cadets is the Effective Speaking 
Program, a competition where cadets from any 
squadron can participate at the local, regional, 

provincial, and national level. At all levels, 
competitions consist of a written prepared speech 
and an impromptu speech. Participants are ranked 

according to a stringent criteria for how well they did 
with both speeches and, if they receive 1st or 2nd 
prize, can have the opportunity to pass on to the 

next level (the 2nd place contestant goes with the 
1st place contestant for moral support and 

emergency backup.)
Male

Female


