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The History of the L-19 
Developed by Cessna and introduced in late 1950, the L19/0-1 
Bird dog was the first all-metal fixed-wing aircraft to be  
ordered by the United States Army, post the Army Air Force’s  
separation from it in 1947. The United States Department of  
Defense initially placed an order for 3,200 L19s, which were  
Constructed between 1950 to 1959. The aircraft were 
traditionally utilized as in various utility roles, including 
training, artillery spotting, medevac and front line 
communications.  

While it saw limited service during the Korean War, it wasn’t 
until the Vietnam War that it truly got it’s time to shine. Used 
primarily in the fields of reconnaissance, radio relay, convoy 
escort and a number of other vitally important roles. It wasn’t 
until the early 1970s that the 0-1 was finally retired, replaced 
by the beefier 0-2 Skymaster and 0V-10 Bronco. Several Bird 
Dogs were transferred over to the USAF’s civilian auxiliary, 
the Civil Air Patrol (CAP), as domestic SAR aircraft. Today, 
the Royal Canadian Air Cadets use the L-19 as their signature 
aircraft to tow their Shweizer 2-33a gliders for training. 
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What did it do?

The L-19 Bird Dog was primarily used as a spotter/observation plane, so that 
their “team” could be better prepared and plan out their attacks. They were 
deployed to get a better understanding of what they where coming up against, 
and often, when spotted, would not be shot at because the artilleymen were 
worried about giving away their positions. 



Specifications 

Maker: Cessna 

Crew: 1-2

Wingspan: 11m

Length: 7.85m

Engine: Chevrolet Big 
Block engine 255 HP

Fuel capacity: 160L (41 US gal) 

Year made: 1950

Where: Erie, Colorado 

Cruising speed: 110 mph

Top speed: 115 mph

Range:  530 miles 


